WOLVERHAMPTON & DISTRICT CHESS LEAGUE

Minutes of the A.G.M ,held at the Wolverhampton Chess Club, on Thursday 21st May 2015 @ 7.30 pm

The President, Catherine Hiley, was in the chair.
1.Apologies: C Griffin (St Georges); R Thompson (Telford); A McCumiskey (Webmaster); M Bissell (Kidderminster); D Davies (W Bromwich)
Attended: C Hiley (President, Rugeley); D Fone (Dep.Pres.,Lichfield); D Scriven (Record Sec.),P Sharratt (Treasurer), (Stourbridge); F Wood (Tourn.Sec.), R Marshall, P Bull, P Whittingham, P Sanghera, G Rosser, B Lewis (Wolverhampton); D Short (Lichfield); BSmith, D Perks (Mercia); P Maddocks, J Lunn (St Georges); A Leadbetter (Stafford); A Cross (Rushall); J Southcote (Halesowen); D Blower, A Davies, (Brewood); P Staley (Bushbury); M Biddle, M Phipps (Boldmere S M); M Carr (Rugeley); S Tennant (Telford); P Thomas (Kidderminster); P Nixon, M Groombridge (Sec), (Walsall K);                                                                                                                                                                       [29 members; 15 Clubs]
2.Minutes of 22/5/2014 A.G.M.: Accepted after amendment [Pro FW, Sec AL]      3.Matters Arising: Nil 
4.General Secretary’s Report (MG): A written report was circulated. Main Points were:- 
   A. In Memoriam: Robin Farmery, long-time member of Lichfield, died in late 2014.  An obituary was posted on the website. 
   B. The Rules & Disputes Sub-Committee met twice:-i)Halesowen v Records Sec (D Sc): The Committee supported the Record Sec’s decision to penalise Halesowen for playing a player ‘out of order’. ii)Mercia v Tournament Secretary (FW): The Committee supported the Tournament Sec’s decision (with regard to a problem involving a digital clock in the Pittaway Final match, Telford v Mercia) that the game be resumed to a finish- with specific provisos.’  In both cases the Committee reassured all that no blame was attached to anyone for the problems considered. 
   C. The Executive Committee considered these matters at its meeting of 26/3/15:-i. Rules on the Website: Several discrepancies were observed between the rules published in the Handbook and those posted on the Website during this season.  Dave Scriven agreed to take on the role of checking that the rules on both were identical in future. ii. Telford’s Pittaway Handicap (2014-5): Mercia queried the fact that Telford retained the handicap, despite technically losing membership of the league last season because of withdrawal from Div 1.  It was pointed out that Telford a)were reinstated at the 2014 AGM b) were not really a new team. iii. League Archive Material: Past Bulletins have been passed to the Webmaster for copying onto the website, and have now been returned. They represent part of the archival history of the League, and should be preserved if possible. iv. Grading Issues: a) League Grader: We have been fortunate that Matthew Carr has been willing to take on this task from our previous Grader. b) Re Playing Strength: It was felt members would welcome guidance here, and subsequently it agreed to support such a Proposal. v. Proposals for the AGM: It identified those which it could support. 
   D.Clubs’ Responsibilities for Providing Chess Information: If all Clubs ensured that copies of the current Laws of Chess, together with the League’s Competition Rules, were made available at  their premises throughout the season,  it would enable more disputes to be resolved at once.
   E.The Role of the League Secretary: The Tournament Secretary (FW) had agreed to take over the responsibility for Trophies (e.g.purchase, engraving etc) in future, from the Secretary. Finally, if re-elected at this AGM for a further term, the Secretary announced his intention to stand down at the end of the season 2015-6 and not seek re-election. 
   F.Thanks again to Wolverhampton Chess Club for arranging for us to meet there.

5.Treasurer’s Report (P Sharratt):  Copies of the statement of accounts were circulated, but yet to be audited. A surplus of £175.21 was reported for the 2014-15 season. This increased the WDCL balance in bank accounts to over £3000.  
 Recommended team fees for 2014-15:-  Div 1-£11; Div 2-£11; Div 3-£10; Div 4- £9.                                                                                                                 The report was accepted, subject to the audit.
   Note: Following a discussion it was accepted that there was a need to look at ways of reducing the £3000 bank balance which the WDCL was holding.  Clubs & Committee were asked for recommendations about what to do about this, with the intention of providing a Proposal for next year’s AGM.
6.Record Secretary’s Report (D Scriven): Main points:- 
a) Final results: Winners: Div 1: Stafford; Div 2: Telford; Div 3: St Georges; Div 4: Kidderminster. 
b) Defaults:- Reduced-Only 4 out of 195 matches (cf. 11 out of 168 in 2013-4). c) Penalty points: Sharply increased, to 11.d)Results: Majority received on time, and only 2 warnings issued; but strictness will be continued. e) New Rule re Defaulted Matches & Tie Breaks: Affected 2 teams at end of season-1 relegated; -1 missing out on play-off. f) Grading: Sept-Dec. games submitted for January; Jan-April games to be submitted in June. g) ‘Wonderful website’ made job easier. Captains encouraged to sign up to excellent eResults service.                      
7.Tournament Secretary’s Report  (Written report from FWood) Main points: a)Pittaway Cup: (8 entries) Final: Telford (D2) beat Mercia (D2) 4½ - 3½ b)Humphreys Trophy (7 entries) Final: Stourbridge bt Halesowen 2½ - 1½  c)Individual Cups: (18 entries,as in 2014):-
(i) Rock Cup: Final: R Marshall (Wolv) bt A McCumiskey (Mercia); (ii)Bidgood Trophy:-Final: M Groombridge (Walsall K) bt L Clarke (Wolv.) d)Comment: Again, despite well publicised efforts., no increase in entries for Individual competitions.  Thanks to AM, D Sc & MG for their help. 
8.Publicity Con.Report (DMS): Nil                                                   [9.Not used] 
10. Webmasters Report (A McCumiskey): (A written report was circulated.) Details of work carried out since last AGM were given, including:-
Uploaded 140 WDCL historical bulletins to Wiki; developed eMail ‘watchlist’ for any player to receive results, for next season; improved penalty/rule infringements on tables & matchcards; updated security etc. Again, appealed for more games/positions for the web-even anonymously; many WDCL Bulletins-particularly modern ones still missing/needed.  Traffic increased significantly –average approx. 80 visits per day. More Capts are using the eResults, reducing workload.  Disappointingly the new Xmas Quiz attracted only one entry-Steve Heath (Rugeley), but thanks to anonymous Quizmaster; it may be re-run in the new season.
The meeting gave him a vote of thanks, for doing such a good job, and the report was accepted: Nem con
11.Staffs Rep Report (D Perks/P Bull): Main Points: The meeting to check whether Leagues were getting value for money had not yet been held nor scheduled; neither was the 2015 AGM. 

Also noted-there would be a vacancy for captaincy of the County first team, as David Anderton was standing down.
12.E.C.F Rep Report (A Leadbetter): Main Pts:-a) Membership/game fees voted to be increased (For 104; Ag 103!); Bronze–Adults £15, (Juniors £11); Silver-£22 (16); Gold-£32 (26); Platinum £60.  Further increases intended.  b) Game fees increased to £2-50 for standard play.  c) ECF Academy-any Junior Gold member will be able to participate at no extra cost d) National Chess Library to be placed in storage at present e) ECF vote of thanks to David Anderton, standing down from ECF  activities after 50 years service. 

[MCCU has revived its annual congress which took place at Leek.]  The meeting thanked AL for his report 
13.Prize Distribution: Trophies were then presented by the President, Catherine Hiley, to competition winners.                                            (cont.......
....cont WDCL AGM 2014, P2)

14.Elections:   a) Of Officers: 
     i) President: David Fone [Pro MG; Sec CH] was elected for a 2 year term, nem con. David Fone then took the chair for the rest of the meeting.
A vote of thanks was proposed to Catherine for dedicating time from her busy life to support WDCL over the last 4 years as deputy President and President, the meeting thanked Catherine in the usual way.
    ii)Deputy President: Matthew Carr [Pro CH; Sec DF]was elected for a 2 year term, nem con.
    iii)General Sec: M.Groombridge [Pro FW; Sec PS]; iv) Treasurer: Paul Sharratt [Pro CH; Sec DF];

    v) Record Secretary:Dave Scriven [Pro PS; Sec RW] vi) Tournament Sec:Frank Wood [Pro MG; Sec PS], vii) Publicity Consultant: David M
        Short [Pro PB; Sec DF].                                                                                                                                  All, (iii)-vii) were re-elected nem con

   b) Other Officials: Staffs Reps: D W Perks, P Bull [both Pro MG; Sec DF]; E.C.F. Rep:A Leadbetter [Pro FW; Sec DB] – all re-elected nem con. 
   c) Of 3 members (for Rules & Disputes Sub-committee):- A.Leadbetter; D Perks; P Bull. [All Pro FW; Sec MG]                All re-elected nem con

   d) League Constitution Committee Records Sec (DSc); President (DF); Sec (MG) [All Pro FW; Sec PS]                                     Elected nem con.                                                
15.Appointments:  Auditor: D.Perks re-appointed unanimously; Webmaster: A McCumiskey re-appointed nem con.

                                [Note: Current Grader:- M Carr]
16. Membership Applications: No new applications
17.League Membership 2015-2016: Team Entries: Provisional entry ( in absence of info from Birmingham, Warley Clubs) 37 league teams; 8 Pittaway; 7 Humphreys.  [Later-Final entries to Rec. Sec (DSc): 39 League; 8 Pittaway; 8 Humphreys (increase of 1 for latter)]
18.                                                                                             PROPOSALS:
Following discussion, and after possible amendment, the following were put to the meeting, discussed and voted upon:-

 [NOTE: 1.Those supported by the Committee, not always unanimously, are indicated by [C.S].  Amendments which fell are not recorded]
PROPOSALS 1-3; Re Rule 13.Use of Clocks (1.1), changes to read:-

    P 1: Delete 1st part and replace with:-‘30 moves in the first 75 min’, [Pro DWP] [C.S]                                                       Carried: For 23; Ag 6
An amendment by A Leadbetter that 30 moves in 65 mins be retained for Div3, 4 and the Humphries Cup was seconded from the floor, debated, put to a vote and defeated by?
    P 2: Delete 2nd part and replace with:- followed by a 15 minute quickplay finish [Pro MG] [C.S]                                     Carried: Nem con 
    P 3: Any changes in timings etc resulting from acceptance/amendments of Proposals 1 & 2 also to be applied to each of the Pittaway (R7), Humphreys (R7), Rock & Bidgood (R8) competitions, and to Rule 11c). [MG] [C.S.]                                                           Carried: Nem con 
PROPOSAL 4: Re Rule 6a):-With reference to ‘*playing strength’ (line 2), ADD * & at the end:-
‘[*For this purpose a grading difference of up to 10 points will be regarded as acceptable]’ [Pro FW]; [ C.S.]                   Carried: For 20; Ag 9
PROPOSAL 5: Re Rule 5f) i): REWRITE to read:

When registering players at least half of a team’s minimum registered players (currently 6 in divisions 1 and 2, 5 in division 3 and 4 in division 4) must be either ‘new’ or “active” players. A ‘new’ player is someone who was not registered for the club at the start of the previous season. An ‘active’ player is someone who was registered for the club in the previous season and played at least five league matches.  [Pro D Sc; Sec FW]

                                                                                                                                                                                                    Carried:Nem con
PROPOSAL 6:- Re Rule 11e) iii); Pittaway- Rule 13; & Humphreys- Rule12
ADD: ‘If it is still drawn the team with black on board 1 will win’ [Pro: DSc] [C.S]                                                               Carried: For 19; Ag 2
PROPOSALS 7: Re League Rule 11f (If P6 accepted) Will be removed. [Pro D Sc] [C.S.]                 Automatically accepted following vote on P6
PROPOSAL 8:-League Rule 5h.

INSERT: ‘...each’, after ‘...total of three times for...’ ; & ADD at end: ‘A tied player can still play for a higher team than the one he is now tied to.’ [Pro D Sc] [C.S]                                                                                                                                                                                Carried: Nem con
PROPOSAL 9: Re (Pittaway): ADD-new Rule 17: 

‘Any club’s first team failing to complete 50% of their matches in any one year will be treated as a new club for the next 3 years and subject to Rule 16.’   [Pro A McCumiskey; Sec DWP]                                                                                                                                             Lost: For 7; Ag 13
*****

19. A.O.B a) Fixture meeting Tues June 23rd  @ Mercia 7.30 p.m. b) 2015 AGM date-t b  similar to 2015 c) DMS objected that  team fees had again not been voted on d)Brewood (DB)-Drew attention to dangerous kerb situation for pedestrians at club e) Walsall (MG)-club  licensee disallows members from bringing own drinks to club (-which is a commercial premises). Apparently this also applies at other clubs too.
The meeting closed at 10 pm
MG  28/5/15 
