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WOLVERHAMPTON & DISTRICT CHESS LEAGUE           
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

to be held at 7.30 pm on WEDNESDAY 24th MAY 2017
at the BUSHBURY CHESS CLUB, Bilston Sports & Social Club, Wellington Rd.,Bilston, West Mids WV14 6AY 
AGENDA
[Please note:.Club Secretaries:- It would help if your representatives attending this meeting bring with them, or have access to:- 
  A .A copy of the WDCL Handbook for 2016-17
 B. A copy of ‘WOLVERHAMPTON & DISTRICT CHESS LEAGUE CHILD PROTECTION POLICY STATEMENT’ (issued on 19/3/17).  Thank you]
  1.   Apologies
  2.   Minutes of the 2016 AGM (19th May)
  3.   Matters Arising
  4.   General Secretary's Report (MG)

  5.   Treasurer's Report (PS)

  6.   Record Secretary's Report (DSc)

  7.   Tournament Secretary's Report (FW)

  8.   Publicity Consultant’s  Report (DMS)
  9.   Webmaster's Report (AM)
10.   Staff Reps Report (DWP;)

11    E.C.F Rep. Report (AL)
12   .Prize Distribution (President-D Fone; FW)

a) Teams: Div 4; Div 3; Div 2; Div 1; Pittaway Cup; Humphreys Trophy

b) Individuals: Bidgood Cup; Rock Cup
13.   Elections: 

a) Of Officers: 

i. President (VACANCY; Nomination M Carr) 
ii. Deputy President (VACANCY)
iii. Secretary (VACANCY; Nomination D Fone))
iv. Treasurer (currently P Sharratt, )
v. Records Secretary (currently D Scriven)
vi. Tournament Secretary (VACANCY)

vii. Publicity Consultant (currently D M Short)

b) Of Other Officials:

i. 2 Staffs Reps (currently DWP; DF). These roles will become redundant under the new Staffs agreement  
ii. E.C.F.Rep (currently A Leadbetter)                     
c) Of 3 members, (to join the executive ex-officio in comprising the Rules & Disputes sub-committee).

              (currently A.Leadbetter; D W Perks; A Davies)
d) League Constitution Committee (See Competition Rule 1: Last year  it comprised the then: President; Rec Sec & Sec.)
14.   Appointments:

 i)Auditor (currently Derek W Perks)

ii)Webmaster(s) (currently Andrew McCumiskey)

15.  New Membership Application: ?
*16. League Teams 2017-2018 [Members are asked for the number of teams entering for next season’s competitions]
17. PROPOSALS: [See separate list at end]

18. REPORT: FIDE Changes to the Laws of Chess (with effect 1/7/17) (M Carr)
19. A.O.B a) Team fees  b) Fixture meeting: Mon June 5th @ Rushall 7.30 p.m.  c) 2018 AGM date? 
NOTE: *1.Could I ask Secretaries of all Clubs to ensure that they are ready to inform the AGM of their teams for next year.  If your Club cannot be represented on the night it is your responsibility to inform me, or Dave Scriven of your Club’s intentions     before the meeting. Failure to do this may well mean delays in organising the Fixture meeting. Thanks.  Mike Groombridge 
                                                                                              *****                                                                                            
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PROPOSALS:
[NOTE: 1.Unless otherwise stated, the Rules Committee have discussed these Proposals.  Proposals supported by the Committee are indicated by [ (C.S)].
A. CHILD PROTECTION POLICY [Ref: 2016 AGM Minutes-Item 4C] 

 PROPOSAL 1:  
That the ‘WOLVERHAMPTON & DISTRICT CHESS LEAGUE CHILD PROTECTION POLICY STATEMENT’ produced by the Committee, and *previously circulated to all clubs (19/3/17), be adopted by the League. [Pro: Committee] [ (C.S)].
 *Note: This document is very lengthy, in full, since it is based on the E.C.F.Policy.  As far as clubs are concerned they are likely to be specially interested in the detailed WDCL responsibilities listed. They are reproduced here for the sake of convenience:- 
(A) Requirements of the WDCL League Management:

1. The responsibilities of the Lead for Safeguarding will lie with ……...(to be elected/appointed)

2. WDCL will reimburse any reasonable expenses for the official in 1 above who requires Child Safeguarding Training.
(B) The WDCL recommends that for each Club:
1. It shall have a Child Protection Policy, based on the ECF Child Protection Policy (ECFCPP)* as far as it is practicable; but which also takes account of the policies of the management of the premises in which it meets*[www.englishchess.org.uk/about/ecfdocuments/safeguardingchildrenpolicy]

2. It shall appoint and have on its Committee a Safeguarding Officer (SO).  He/she shall read and be familiar with the ECFCPP.  

3. It shall inform the WDCL Secretary of the identity of its S.O before the start of each season and any subsequent change, together with his/her contact information. 

4. It shall notify its member(s) of the requirement promptly to report any relevant incident to the Club’s SO.  If the SO. is absent on the day the incident occurs, reporting shall be either to a previously designated alternative, or to the SO as soon as practicable. 

5. It shall make available, within the clubroom, a copy of their Safeguarding Policy and the contact details of their SO

6. It shall ensure that a child or young person travelling to an away match or event is accompanied by a parent/ carer or person acting in loco parentis.  The parent/ carer or person acting in loco parentis shall be responsible for the welfare of the child or young person at all times whilst travelling or at the match or event.  The Home Club or Organiser of the event shall be entitled to enquire whom is acting as the parent/ carer or person acting in loco parentis before play commences or at any time whilst the child or young person is at the match or event.
PROPOSAL 2: [See Constitution 3.OFFICERS] 

That a new officer post be created, namely: H) ‘A Lead for Safeguarding’. [Pro Committee] [ (C.S)].
PROPOSAL 3:

That an AGM Agenda item ‘Report of Lead for Safeguarding (Officer) be listed annually, to ensure the Child Protection Policy is reviewed regularly. [Pro Committee] [ (C.S)].
B. POSSIBLE RULE CHANGES: 
PROPOSAL 4 [Rule 4a]: That the Wolverhampton & District Chess League Divisions 3 and 4 are merged and then also regionalised to create a Wolverhampton & District Chess League Division 3 North, and a Wolverhampton & District Chess League Division 3 South.  The Wolverhampton & District Chess League Divisions 1 and 2 would be kept as they are.
                                                                                                                                                         [Pro: D Blower (Brewood)]         

PROPOSAL 5: Consideration of Amendments to Competition Rule 15(b) [This has not been discussed by the Committee]
This meeting proposes that the Rules Committee be asked to examine whether rule 15(b) needs to be changed to reflect the development of mobile devices and, should the committee consider it necessary, to make rule change recommendations to the 2018 AGM.

Specifically, the Rules Committee should consider:

1) Extending the current rule to cover all devices with internet connectivity.

2) Whether there should be a requirement for all such devices brought into the playing area to be switched off and placed in plain sight for the duration of games.

3) How such a requirement as set out in 2) above could be enforced.

4) What penalties should be imposed in the event of a device being activated during the game.

5) Other issues which may arise from the Committee’s deliberations.    [Pro: Halesowen Chess Club]
MG 10/4/17
*****
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