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WOLVERHAMPTON & DISTRICT CHESS LEAGUE

MINUTES OF THE COMBINED EXECUTIVE and RULES & DISPUTES SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING,

held at Wolverhampton Chess Club, Wolverhampton West End W.M.C. at 7.30 pm, Thursday 2nd March 2017.

1a). ATTENDANCE:  D Fone (Chair); D Scriven (DSc); P Sharratt; F Wood; DW Perks; A Leadbetter;  M Groombridge
  b). APOLOGIES: D Short 

2. MINUTES of Exec and Rules & Disputes Sub-Committee meeting of 14/3/16. Agreed.  
3. MATTERS ARISING: None

4. RULES DISPUTES: None outstanding.
5. REPORTS: 

A) Secretary(MG): Main Points i).St George’s Chess club effectively dropped out of the League at the beginning of the season, and they are currently uncertain whether they will re-apply for 2017-18. ii). Bloxwich Chess League’s request to be associated within the WDCL website was turned down iii). Child Safeguarding (See Item 4C of 2016 AGM Minutes): This had been put on hold to see what line the BDCL (area’s largest league) would be taking.  MG had been involved in BDCL discussions (See Item 9-later).  iv).Thanks to Wolverhampton Chess Club for hosting this meeting.
B)Records Secretary (DSc): Main Points i) All teams in Divs 1,2,4 had just 9 matches each, instead of 10, due to St George’s withdrawal. ii) Only 1 defaulted match so far this season, compared to 6 last season. iii) Only 2 penalty points issued so far, cf 10 last year, 8 for defaulted matches, 2 for rule infringements.  iv) Other Problems:-2 matches involved ineligible players (tied to higher teams)-so scores adjusted accordingly; 1 club requested penalty on another-but rejected; enquiries in advance about player strength/board order were handled; no issues tho’ with use of Jan grades.  v) Some teams still have to be warned for not reporting results; vi) Still encourages all to use excellent eResults function.
C) Treasurer (PS): Main Points i) ALL expense claims to him by 20th March ii) Problems with Barclays Bank still, but being sorted. iii) Meeting with Staffs Treasurer and other Leagues’ Treasurers: Pointed out that Staffs were effectively being subsidized financially by players from Shrops, Worcs, Warks etc.  Agreed that in future, from 2017-18, fees for Staffs would be collected directly by Staffs, and the WDCL would no longer collect fees for the county iv) Final Balance ~£1500, down from ~£2850, due to funding of upstart clubs and refunds to clubs, as agreed last year (See Item 17A on 2016 AGM Minutes).   
D) Tournament Sec (FW): (report issued) Pittaway Cup-7 entries, but one default (Wolv); Telford defaulted (again) in S-F. Final is Mercia v Lichfield.  Humphreys Trophy-8 entries-no defaults; Final: Brewood v Stourbridge. Rock/Bidgood competitions-21 entries,no defaults. Finals:- Rock-A McCumiskey (Mercia) v R Marshall (Wolv); Bidgood- G Sands (Wolv) v J Pincher (WBrom)
No disputes so far. Will be stepping down this year-but has enjoyed it.  Thanks for help from D Scriven and A McCumiskey.
E) Publicity Officer (DF for DS): DS arranged for publicity for upstart funding; and dealt with subsequent requests.

F).Staffs Reps (DWP/DP): Main items at meetings-Finance and Cup Competitions-dealt with under other Items here

G). Webmaster (DSc reported): Still ‘fantastic’; but ECF enquiries re bids for national results site left WDCL in 2nd place 
6. REDUCTION OF LEAGUE’S BANK BALANCE:
Already dealt with under Items 5C) iv) & 5E.)
7. OFFICERS/OFFICIALS for next season: 
a) Vacancies: President; Deputy President; Secretary-(Nomination-D Fone); Tournament Secretary

b) All other Officers present indicated a willingness to stand for re-election.   

c) Positions of Staffs Reps: Likely to disappear under proposed new arrangements

    Discussion of possible nominations for the above vacancies took place. In particular Matthew Carr would be approached to see if he wished to be nominated for President. Nominations would be invited from all clubs for all positions. 
8.STAFFS COMPETITIONS: MG presented a written report.  Its main features were:-
  a)The Staffs Chess Association had revised its rules for its Hickman (No grading limit); Gothard (U-161); Jackson (U-141); Withnall (U-121) competitions.
  b) Proposed Procedure: To be played as North v South events in June, between nominated clubs from the WDCL and the NSDCL.
  c) Limited to Staffs Clubs only: i.e. for the WDCL-10 out of its 18 clubs only  
  d) Clubs interested in the 2017 nominations: Hickman: Lichfield, Stafford, Walsall Kipping.  Gothard: Nil. Jackson: Lichfield Withnall: Lichfield, Walsall Kipping.
The committee agreed unanimously that while it would handle the proposal for this year, it would not be prepared to do so in future. It was unreasonable to expect the WDCL to participate in the running of competitions from which a large proportion of its clubs were barred. These are Staffs competitions and it should run them. A further problem lay in the anomalous position of the Stafford club. 

It was further decided, with AL, DF and MG not participating on the grounds of vested interests, that the WDCL nominations for the Finals would be decided by D Scriven, to criteria based on final league positions and the principle of spreading them out.   
9. CHILD PROTECTION POLICY: (See 5 A) iii) above)
   MG presented a document, which had been issued in advance of the meeting, which aimed to enable the WDCL to comply with its legal responsibilities for Child Protection.  It was largely based on the *ECF Child Protection Policy Statement [*www.englishchess. org.uk/about/ecfdocuments/safeguardingchildren policy].  This policy is to be read as including the 11 Policy Procedures, and 9 Appendices listed.  The WDCL version separates the responsibilities of the League Management from those of the clubs, the latter being recommendations only. The document was amended and then accepted for Proposal to the WDCL’s forthcoming AGM in May.

If accepted by the AGM a new post would be created for a ‘Lead for Safeguarding’.  An AGM Agenda item ‘Report of Lead for Safeguarding (Officer)’ would also be required annually- to ensure the Policy is reviewed regularly (See Procedure 9).  
10. POSSIBLE RULE CHANGES:    
   A. Proposal from Brewood (David Blower) for the 2017 AGM (27/1/17)

The proposal is that the Wolverhampton & District Chess League Divisions 3 and 4 are merged and then also regionalised to create a Wolverhampton & District Chess League Division 3 North, and a Wolverhampton & District Chess League Division 3 South.  The Wolverhampton & District Chess League Divisions 1 and 2 would be kept as they are.

   The Committee felt this had not been thought through properly and therefore would not support it at the AGM.            [For 1; Ag 6]
   B. MG withdrew a further proposal, concerning Board 1’s colour.
11. A.O.B.
     MG asked what to do with the presently redundant trophies he held, comprising:- 4 x Lightning trophies; and Div 5 and 6 cups.  DF offered to hold them.
The meeting closed 10.00 p.m.

MG 7/3/17

