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WOLVERHAMPTON & DISTRICT CHESS LEAGUE

MINUTES OF THE COMBINED EXECUTIVE and RULES & DISPUTES SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING,

held at Rushall Chess Club, Rushall Olympic F.C., Dales Lane, Rushall, Walsall at 7.30 pm, Monday 14th March 2016.

1. ATTENDANCE:  D Fone (Chair); M.Carr;  D Scriven (DSc); P Sharratt; A Leadbetter; D Short (DS); M Groombridge
2. APOLOGIES: F Wood; DW Perks 

3. MINUTES of Exec and Rules & Disputes Sub-Committee meeting of 26/3/15. Agreed.  
4. MATTERS ARISING: Item 9-Keith Bates unable to take archives for personal reasons.

5. RULES DISPUTES: None outstanding.
6. REPORTS: 

A) Secretary(MG): Main Points 1.Phil Bull has resigned from the Committee on health grounds.   The committee expressed the hope that he would soon improve and become chess active again. 2.Rules & the Web-DSc had checked that the rules on the Website  were identical to those in the Handbook in.  3.Role of League Secretary may need to be examined if no nominations for the vacancy are forthcoming. 4. Proposals for AGM-one received so far-see item (10). 5.Thanks to Rushall Chess Club for hosting this meeting.
B)Records Secretary (DSc): Main Points i) All teams had at least 10 matches arranged again ii) 6 defaulted matches this season 

iii) 10 penalty points issued so far iv) Problems involving matches in which:- A rule was infringed; ineligible players were played; a team inadvertently fielded another team’s player; quickplay finish was debated-have all been handled either within the rules or by amicable agreement with, and  between, teams.   v) Encourages all to use eResults function
C) Treasurer (PS): All fees paid on time; no £2 Game fees required by ECF; supports spending of surplus up to £2,000-if spent positively. 
D) Tournament Sec(FW): (report issued) Pittaway Cup-8 entries, but one default; Humphreys Trophy-8 entries-no default;  Rock/Bidgood  competitions-21 entries, +3 from last year; no disputes.  If re-elected, intends to stand down at the end of the year.

E).Staffs Reps (DWP): (report issued): Only meetimg so far-AGM. Main points were:- Congress a/c £2600 & next event a FIDE open; Lack of interest in County competitions-revamp likely; still a lack of Captains for teams U160 & U140;  County fees unchanged; lifetime award to David Anderton; donation of £200 to Junior chess.
F. Webmaster (AMcCumiskey)(Report issued): This centred on a tender to the ECF for a League Management system (LMS), based on the current WDCL system, which would enable the results of all Leagues in the country to be ‘published’ very quickly, as for the WDCL. If accepted it would involve the WDCL giving up its copyright.

All reports were accepted with thanks.
7. STAFFS REP FROM WDCL:

A replacement was required because of Phil Bull’s withdrawal.  The President (DF) agreed to fill the gap.

8. OFFICERS/OFFICIALS for next season: 
a) Both President and Deputy President continue into their second year of office.
b) The Secretary (MG) had already indicated his intention not to stand again.  It was agreed that if no nominations were received at the AGM, an emergency Committee meeting should be held immediately after the AGM to seek a solution.   
c) All other Officers etc indicated a willingness to stand for re-election. 
9. REDUCTION OF LEAGUE’S BANK BALANCE
The ideas discussed were, in brief, that the WDCL would:
· Fund 50% of cost to clubs buying digital clocks (Pro P Bull)

· Purchase some ADT boards for digital transmission of live games to the Web (Pro: A McCumiskey)

· Return funds pro rata to clubs on basis of team entries. (Pro: DSc)
· Offer donations to schools or communities through publicity. (Pro: DS)
As a result, the Committee agreed to support these two Proposals:-
PROPOSAL 1:
'In order to reduce the current cash surplus, the League will offer a rebate to each club based on their contribution of league fees during the last five seasons. The rebate will be £5 per team per season for the last five seasons. i.e. if a club has entered one team for five seasons they will receive £25. During the last five seasons there have been 191 teams competing so the total rebate will be £955.'  
PROPOSAL 2:

‘That a fund of between £500 and £750 be established to help develop chess in schools or to assist new community based chess initiatives, within the area covered by the  Wolverhampton & District Chess League; applications for assistance to be made to the League's management committee’ 

Note: If approved, David Short will issue a news release to all relevant press outlets, schools organisations and community media. A possible link-up with the national chess for schools programme, headed by Malcolm Pein, is being investigated                     (cont…
…cont)

10. POSSIBLE RULE CHANGES:

Discussion centred on Rule 13 Use of Clocks, and the use of digital clocks, and resulted in Committee support for these very similar Proposals:- 
PROPOSAL 3A: Re Rule 13.Use of Clocks:

ADD, after 1. (2):- ‘OR, 

                       (3). If both teams agree before the start of the match, and sufficient digital clocks are available, all moves in 75 minutes with an increment of ten seconds for each move made.’ [Pro A Leadbetter; Sec Comm]  

    Note:-  Rule 14 would not apply to option (3). 

  

PROPOSAL 3B: Re RULE 11c);& Pittaway Cup Rule 7;& Humphreys Trophy Rule 7.
ADD, ‘If both teams agree before the start of the match, and sufficient digital clocks are available, the time limits shall be all moves in 75 minutes with an increment of ten seconds for each move made [Pro A Leadbetter; Sec Comm]

PROPOSAL 3C: Re Rock & Bidgood Cup Rule 8

ADD, ‘If both players agree before the start of the match, and a digital clock is available, the time limits shall be all moves in 75 minutes with an increment of ten seconds for each move made [Pro A Leadbetter; Sec Comm]
11. A.O.B.
a) Fixtures meeting-DS/MG to arrange b) MC proposes to offer a further Arbiters course 

The meeting closed at 9.45 p.m.

MG 19/3/16

