Proposals for WDCL AGM June 14th 2022


1. Number of Boards per team.
At the EGM October 14th 2021 we temporarily changed the rule regarding number of boards per team and in 2021-2022 all league matches have been four boards per team. We agreed that this change had to be reviewed at the next AGM (June 14th 2022).
The Committee have discussed this issue and will propose to the AGM that we retain four boards in all league matches for another season (2022-23) to be reviewed again at the next AGM in 2023.
The reasons for this recommendation are:
i) We currently have 15 clubs in the league and some of them do not have enough members to run six board teams.
ii) Transporting players to away matches is an issue, many teams depend on one driver and four players fit in one car, six do not. Fuel costs are very high and running several cars to a match is now expensive.
iii) The prevalence of Covid is still very high and many players are still falling ill. This may cause an unusually high number of postponements or defaulted boards. This makes it even more difficult for many clubs to field six board teams.
The committee would therefore like to put the following proposal to the AGM

Proposal: That Rule 4a) be changed to read 'All League matches shall have teams of 4 only' and that Rules 5e), 5f) i), and 6 be amended accordingly.

2. Promotion and Relegation
At the EGM October 14th 2021 we agreed that as the season 2021-22 was truncated we would not have promotion or relegation for this season. We agreed to review this at the 2022 AGM (June 14th 2022)
The committee would like to put the following proposal to the AGM

Proposal: That Promotion and relegation is restored using the same rules, 10 and 11 as in the 2019-20 handbook

3. We would like to clarify the rules for players who are not registered with ECF playing in WDCL matches.
ECF Registration is required, by the ECF, when a player plays his fourth game in any affiliated league/competition. If an unregistered player plays a game a board fee is incurred by the player. This board fee is billed by ECF to WDCL who must collect it from the players club, who must collect it from the player, a cumbersome process.
We would like to propose the following change to rule 5b.
Proposal:  5b) All players registered for a club must be a bona fide paid-up member of the club, unless the player is an honorary member of the club. 
Clubs playing in the WDCL must ensure that players they are selecting to play in WDCL are registered with ECF before they play a game which would otherwise incur a board fee. (max 3 games in 2022-23).

4. Last year’s process of organising fixtures by email worked well, so we would like to propose:
Proposal: That in 2022 WDCL will not hold a fixture’s meeting and fixtures will be agree by email between team captains and the records secretary.
Rule 1. Delete mention of a fixtures meeting and start Rule with ...The League is ...
New Rule 3a) The league fixtures are arranged between clubs (e.g. by email or telephone) and the dates agreed communicated to the League Secretary.
The results of all league matches to be with the records secretary by the end of April or not recorded in the league tables.

5. Running the Pittaway and Humphreys events on one evening jamboree style worked well and we would like to propose:
Proposal: That the Pittaway Cup and Humphreys Trophy are held as jamboree events on one evening each season. Pittaway and Humphreys rules 3,4,5,6,10,11 and 12 be modified accordingly.  Other rules for these events remain unchanged.


6. The WDCL Handbook has been printed and circulated to clubs in previous seasons.
About one hundred copies have been produced at a cost of around £150-£200 including postage. We would like to propose that we stop this practice.
Proposal: The master copy of the WDCL Handbook is the version on the WDCL website and a pdf copy of this will be emailed to all clubs. The handbook will not be printed and distributed.

7. The ECF Yearbook is now available online, and we no longer need to purchase hard copies. We would like to propose
Proposal: WDCL retain its entry in the ECF yearbook (cost about £30 in 2018) but will not purchase any hardcopies.

8. A proposal re interpretation of player grades for newly graded players is under consideration.
9. Neutral Venues were approved at the EGM Oct 14th 2021 and can be used for WDCL matches.







