Proposals for League Chess OTB in WDCL 2021-22


WDCL are open to changing the rules for the 2021-22 season to help facilitate the return to OTB League Chess.
Several players and clubs have asked for WDCL to consider some the following:
1. Shortening the evening by reducing the playing time
2. Reducing the travel time to away matches.
3. Reducing the number of players per team to 4 from 6. (Social distancing at venues and car space).
4. Smaller divisions so we have fewer fixtures in a curtailed season.
Proposals
If adopted the change would apply for 2021-22 only and would need to be presented to another AGM/EGM for 2022-23, if it was proposed to extend it to another season.
In each case all the other rules remain unchanged, except that postponement will be allowed if Covid prevents a club from fielding a team. 
Proposal 1. Size of teams
a) Teams in all divisions will have four players per side.
b) Teams in division 1 have six players, all other divisions 4 players
c) We do not change the existing rule.
Proposal 2. Time limits
a) Time limits will be either all moves in 60 mins for each player (analogue clocks) or all moves in 45mins with a 20sec per move increment for each player (digital clocks).
b) Time limits remain as current rules. (All moves in 80mins with 10sec increment or all moves in 90mins)
Proposal 3. Size of divisions
Records Secretary has power to decide how many divisions are run and how many teams per division, taking account of the curtailed season.
Proposal 4. Location
Matches can be played at a neutral venue by agreement of all parties involved.
Proposal 5. Board Order
For the purposes of determining board order a grading difference of up to 75 on the new ECF scale will be regarded as acceptable.
Proposal 6. Competitions
For the season 2021-22 no cup or individual competitions are run.






