WDCL Proposal for a Minor League May 2023

At the AGM May 9th 2023 a proposal to start a Minor League was discussed.
The decision of the meeting was for more details of options on how this would work would be circulated to member clubs and they woul be asked to respond to Paul Sharrat with their preferred options and how many teams they might enter. Paul Sharratt would review all the responses and assess the interest and viability of starting a new Minor League.

The wording of the proposal discussed at the AGM on the 9th May is as follows.
WDCL Minor League
Set out below is a proposal for setting up a Minor League for season 2023-24.
1. This would be a separate league and not a bottom division of the current league.
2. Existing officers of WDCL will officiate and manage the league, and all games will be ECF graded.
3. Teams of three players each will compete.
4. A grading limit of 1400K will apply. Clubs must submit an estimated grade for players with less than 5 ECF rated games and use the ECF grade when it becomes a K grade.
5. The area of the league will be the same as now, open to any club in a radius of 20 miles of Queen’s Square, Wolverhampton, but may be subdivided. Depending on the location of clubs entering, the Records Secretary can split the clubs entering into regional sub-groups, eg East and West to minimise travel.
6. The time control will be all moves 60 mins per player; to allow early finishes, more attractive to Juniors.
7. All Juniors will need an adult to be responsible for them at all times. 
8. There will be no promotion or relegation. If there are regional sub-divisions there will be a play-off of regional winners for a Minor League Trophy.
9. There will be no entry fee to join the Minor League.

Can each club consider this proposal and comment on their preferences for the following

1. What number of players per team do you prefer. Three players were proposed to allow three junior to be taken to a match with one adult driver/ captain.
2. Should there be an absolute grade limit of 1400K (we know about the issues with P grades so anyone without a K grade would be allowed to use the club’s honest assessment of the players grade. The objective is to provide game experience for novices, and rules would be applied sensitively).
3. Should there be an average grade limit of 1400 per player for the team with no restriction on the grade of an individual player?
4. The time control needs to be over 60 mins to comply with the ECF rule for grading the games. Should this be a sudden death all moves in 60 mins ( which brings with it the rules on claiming a draw in the last 2 minutes when using Rule 13(2); (no arbiter present; no flag fallen)). Or should we opt for eg 45 mins with 15sec increments which still allows games to be graded and avoids the quick play finish rules.
5. Should we consider running the Minor League as a on occasion jamboree event, which avoids lots of travel but only give one game rather than several?
6. Players will need get their own ECG registration so games can be graded.
